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The s^lccess^on to estates.
[A.D.17'
House of Commons, was now a pretty general topick conversation. JOHNSON. ' As Scotland contributes so litl land-tax1 towards the general support of the nation, it oug not to have a militia paid out of the general fund, unle it should be thought for the general interest, that Scotlai should be protected from an invasion, which no man c think will happen ; for what enemy would invade Scotlar where there is nothing to be got? No, Sir; now that t Scotch have not the pay of English soldiers spent amo them, as so many troops are sent abroad, they are trying get money another way, by having a militia paid. If th are afraid, and seriously desire to have an armed force defend them, they should pay for it. Your scheme is retain a part of your land-tax, by making us pay and clot your militia.' BOSWELL. ' You should not talk of we a you, Sir: there is now an Union.'1 JOHNSON. 'There mi be a distinction of interest, while the proportions of land-t are so unequal. If Yorkshire should say, " Instead of p; ing our land-tax, we will keep a greater number of militi; it would be unreasonable.' In this argument my friend v certainly in the wrong. The land-tax is as unequally p portioned between different parts of England, as betwe England and Scotland; nay, it is considerably unequal Scotland itself. But the land-tax is but a small part of 1 numerous branches of publick revenue, all of which Scotia pays precisely as England does. A French invasion me in Scotland would soon penetrate into England.
He thus discoursed upon supposed obligation in settli estates:—' Where a man gets the unlimited property of estate, there is no obligation upon him in justice to leave to one person rather than to another. There is a motive preference from kindness, and this kindness is generally tertained for the nearest relation. If I owe a particular rr a sum of money, I am obliged to let that man have the n<
1 ' Scotland paid only one fortieth to the land-tax, the very spec tax out of which all the expenses of a militia were to be drawn.' A fieg.xix. 141.
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